SOME FEW 


PROPOSALS 


For publick Service, both by SE A 
and L AND: 


Humbſly offered to Conſideration, 
By SAMUEL HOWETT. 
1. For a Man of War againſt a Mer- 


T. T 
chant's Ship, whom Tl call the Seekey. 


2. Apainſt a Man of War by a Merchant's Ship, 
whom I call the Defender. 
Together with an Objefron and an Anſwer. F: 


HE Firſt, being Two PROPOSALS, 
[ For and Againſt. ] 


IT. For the more ſafe and ſpeedy landing an | 
Army in an Enemies Country, than hath been 
practis'd. 


ITI. For the plantingabout 100 extraordinary long 
and heavy Musquet-Barrels on a Waggon, in about (| 
three Foot ſquare in breadth and height. | 


TV. For the charging of Field-pieces without Car- , 
theridges or Lads. 
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The firſt Two PROPOSALS, 


Being FOR and AGAINST, 
Humbly and Chiefly offered to Conſideration: 


The One for Offence,'by a Man of War, whom I call the Seeker. 
The other for Defence, by a Merchant's Ship, whom I call the 
Defenaer. 


| TH FOR, The firſt ſhewing how the Seeker, when he hath laid 
the other on board, may employ '20 of his Men fo, that in a 
few Minutes, (provided they take the opportune time) he may 
make himſelf Maſter of the Upper Deck, whereby he will not on- 
ly ſecure his Enemies Men betwixt Decks, but preſerve his own 
from much hurt and damage. | 

 Thaf the Seeker may in a little: time affo, ſecure alf the Ports 
on that ſide the Ship that he lays her on board of. 

After which, 

The Seeker may diſpoſe of the Deferder's Sails and' Yards ſo, 
that the Ship will have little or no motion. That thereby the 
Seeker may put off his Ship, and lie thwart or crofs' the other 
Ships Stem or Stern, and rake his Ship'fore and aft, till he' doth 
ſurrender, or ſuffer his Ship to be burnt or ſunk. Either of which 


the Seeker may do athis pleafure. 
All which may be performed in leſs than an hour's time, as is 


ſuppoſed. 


Secondly, AGAINST. That notwithffanding alt that is 
aforeſaid, 

It is bumbly offered to ſhew, How the Defender*s Ship may be 
ſo fitted and provided, as to prevent the Seeker's 77227 defign of 
entring his Men- on board the Ship,s Deck :_ For thar- they ſeeing 
ſo much hazard (if not Deftruttion) attend them, if they ſhould 
proceed : They will (as ispreſum'd) forbear that Attempt. 

All which is to be performed by ſuch Ways and Inftraments as 
have not been prattiſed by any —_ or Nation ans; 
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Here follows an Objefion, with an Anſwer thereto. 

Obje#. You ſay, How a Man of War may attack a Merchant's 
Ship with probable Succeſs. And alſo, 

How a Merchant's Ship may, with aſſiſtance of Inſtruments, be 
defended from being entred by a Man of War. But you ſay no- 
thing in caſe two Men ot \Var, Enemies to each other, ſhould 
meet, they being of equal b'gneſs, and numbers of Men and great- 
Guns, (be they 40, more cr leſs) which of them probably may 
have the advantage. | 

Tq-which I anſwer : 

Anſw. The two Ships of War I do call by the names of the 
Bear and Dog ; and I do give each of them an advantage of the 
other, tho in different manner. | 

The Beer I do furniſh with the defenſive Inſtruments afore- 
mentioned, as his advantage, he having but 200 Men. 

The Dog hath none of the defenſive Inſtruments, but hath 50 
Men extraordinary added as his Advantage, fo that he hath 250 
Men. 

The Bear being ſo provided, fears not his Enemies entring his 
Men on board him (tho he hath 50 Men more.) And having oc- 
caſion to fight with but half his Guns, and they all of one' fide ; 
and none of his Men being necdful to appear upon the Deck in 
the ſight of his Enemies, he may therefore divide his Men into 
two parts: The one half he may ſend into the Hold, whilſt the 
others begin and continue the Battel, until wearied, or the time 
appointed be expired. After which time the others may be cal- 
led up freſh, to manage the Guns, ard fight, whilſt the others, 
wearied, go down to reſt, and refreſh themſelves for the like time 
they fought : So that 100 Men at a time fight with 250 of their 
Enemies. 

Now. on the other hand, the Dog being not provided with 
ſuch defenfive Inſtruments as the other. he calls all his Men to the 
Battel, that his Decks both above and below, are near filled with 
them : Many of which are expoſed upon the upper Deck to ply 
ſmall Shot, &c. in the view of their Enemy, which the Bear's 
Men are not. 

So that the whole conſidered, it is very probable that for every 
Man the Bear loſes, the Dog may loſe two, if not three ; (all Acci- 
dents of both ſides, as loſs of Maſts, Yards, &c. being ſer aſide) 
and conſequently the Beer ſo fitted, may be too hard for the Dog 


ſo mann'd. | 
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Second PROPOSAL. 


For the more ſafe and ſpeedy landing an Army in an Ene- 
mies Country, than hath been yet prattiſed. 


'T is humbly offered to ſhew, how a threefold Defence againſt 
Horſe and Foot may be planted on the Shoar ; two of which 
wii! be five foot high, and one of them Muſquet-proof : And 
may be planted in about half an hour, on any Ground above the 
Waſh of the Water, (a bare Rock only excepted.) 

That the ſaid Defences may be taken up in about half an hour, 
and cairicd on Mens backs, half a mile, or a mile ; and planted 
again in the like half hour. 

T hat by the Security thereof, ten thouſand Men may be land- 
ed (it's preſumed) within a few hours, (provided there be Boats 
ſufficient for that purpoſe.) 

That the Defences, both ſingly and altogether, may be uſeful 
in the Field ſeveral ways; as the defending the paſling a Ford, a: 
Bridg, or Lane, or any Paſlage, tho 100 Yards broad, &<c. 

As alſo to defend the Train of Artillery from any Surprize,, 
though planted in an open Field. 

It 1s not intended to put the King to one penny Charge, till (by 

a Model) his Majeſty be ſo well ſatisfied with their uſeful- 


neſs, as to order the employing of them. 
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The three Defences, with their Intervals, when planted, will 
be as broad as a Pike 1s long ; that neither Man nor Horſe can. 
leap over any of them, much leſs all. | 

That the ſaid Defences are each of a different kind : And that 
all of each kind are fix*d together the whole length they are in-- 
tended, whether 20, 50 or 100 Yards more or leſs, and all of 
them faſtned to the Ground : So that it will be very difficult and- 
hazardous for the Enemy to endeayour to ſeparate, and much: 


more to remove them. 
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Third PROPOSAL. 


Whereas ordinary uſquet-Barrels are about three 
Foot and quarter, and three Foot and a half long, 
and weigh but about ſix or ſeven Pounds weight 


each. 


'T is humbly offered to ſhew how Musquet-Barrels 

' may be made of betwixt four and five, and five and 
{ix foot. long ; and weigh about twelve, fourteen or ſix- 
teen Pounds each : Which, for length and ſubſtance, 
will (as is preſum*d) carry a Shot much. farther, and do 
_—_ at a much greater Diſtance than any ordinary 
Barrel. 

The which ſaid Barrels may be planted on a Waggon 
of any number to about an hundred ; and may be drawn 
by, one Horſe. to each Score ; and managed by one Man 
to each Score alfo, and take but about three Foot room 
in breadth and height. 

So that one hundred Barrels in a Waggon will require 
five Horſes and five Men, . allowing one Man more to 
each Wagpgon, to pertorm ſeveral Services thereto be- 
longing, which are too many. here to particularize and 
explain. 

That the ſaid ſix Men will be able to meaſure out 
Powder, &s. and charge and diſcharge the ſaid Barrels 


(every Shot being ram'd down) in about tour Minutes, 


which will be about fifteen times in ag hour. 
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Fourth PROPOSAL. 
For Field-Pieces. 


That Field-Pieces, of what bore or length ſoever, may be 
laden with as much Expedition and more Security with- 
out Cartheridges and Ladles, as with them - 


For theſe three Reaſons, viz: 


'D HAT thereby the Charge of Cartheridges will 
be ſaved. 

2. Thatthere will be ſo ſpeedy and certain joining and 
mixing the two Powders, that if the Prime fires, it is. 
not probable the other can miſs, which with Cartherid- 
ges they often do, whereby the opportunity of making 
the Shot, is loſt. 2 

3. That it will prevent an Accident, which the Pro- 
poſer hath ſeen, viz. That when a Gun hath been fired, 
the Gunner ſpunging the Gun, leaving a Man to ſtop 
the vent; and he being negligent therein, (as is ſuppo- 
ſed) there hath been left ſome Live-ſnuff of the ſhatter- 
ed Cartheridge in the Gun, which hath (as believ'd) fi- 
red the next Cartheridge that hath been put in, to the 
deſtruction of the Gunner that was lading the Gun ; 
which, if laden with Powder only, (it is preſum'd } 
would not have done. 

That ſuch Proviſion may be made, that will enable 
two Men to meaſure out Powder without Cartheridges, 
(and not waſte one pound in a whole Day) as faſt as 20, 
if not 30 Field-pieces, ſhall be charged and diſcharged.. 


From my Lodgings at Mr. Foxe's 
Houſe in Great-Kirby-Street 
$2 Hatton-Garden, Fay. 16.. 

1689. 


